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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 142 


Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
November 20, 1886 


Sir: 


For fear a full supply of the demand for minor coin may lead to a redundancy, from its 
tendency to accumulate at certain points, it might be well to scale down the orders, supplying a 
portion only of the amount called for and returning your check for the balance; or, making the 
return of the same optional with the applicant. In this way, by fixing a certain pro rata, all 
applicants will be treated alike. By the time the whole demand could in the ordinary course of 
business be made up it is likely that the question of redundancy or legitimate demand will be 
settled. 


I fear the demand very largely arises from the desire of applicants for new, bright coin. If 
this be actually so, the demand could not be regarded as a legitimate one, or, at least, one which 
the Treasury Department would be bound to consider. 


It is further suggested that Philadelphia applicants should not be given precedence, 
especially as minor coins could be always got at the mint in small quantities and thus all 
inconveniences from their scarcity readily obviated. From the fact that there is no complaint at 
Philadelphia it is probable that no general scarcity there exists. 


I hope Dr. Booth has done something toward making the nickel stock more malleable. He 
ought to give his special attention to this matter, if he has not done so already. 


Very respectfully, 
Jas. P. Kimball 
Director of the Mint 


Hon. Daniel M. Fox, 
Superintendent Mint, 
Philadelphia. 


